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Cyclone Winston in Fiji: Statement by 
Louis Michel, Co-president of the ACP-EU 
JPA 

  

 Louis Michel, (ALDE, BE), the Co-president of the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly, expresses solidarity to the families whose dear 
and near ones lost their lives and to the authorities of Fiji after cyclone 
Winston hit the tiny Pacific country. 

 
The Co-President of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly encourages the 
immediate response by the European Commission to make funds available to 
help the emergency relief efforts in Fiji, following the devastation caused by the 
cyclone.  
 
"It is with great shock and sadness that I learned about the devastating effects of 
this cyclone. Our thoughts go to the victims and their families and friends and I 
hope the people of Fiji feel that Europe stands by them in these hard times.  
 
We had intensive contact over the last year with the Government and the 
Parliament of Fiji, as we worked together to prepare the 29th session of the 
ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, which Fiji hosted in Suva in June 2015." 
 
That session was originally scheduled to take place in Vanuatu, but the severe 
damage caused by Cyclone Pam in March 2015 to Vanuatu and neighbouring 
ACP states - which brought the tragic loss of lives and extensive damage to 
homes and infrastructure - led to the Vanuatuan authorities having to cancel their 
hosting of the session. 
 
Fiji took then over and organised a very successful session where the Members 
of the Assembly learnt on the spot about the vulnerability of the Pacific Island 
countries to natural disasters and the threats that they face - tropical cyclones or 
typhoons, volcanic eruptions and earthquakes - and from the effects of climate 
change such as rising sea levels and coastal erosion. 

 
 

 
Further information 
 

ACP_EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly website 
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